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Fox Fellows are selected for their potential to become
leaders in fields that have social meaning and
significance to policy-making, and are informed

by history. They are expected to contribute to

the academic and social life of their partner
universities. The Fellowship imparts a

responsibility on its Fellows to remain

engaged in their communities and in

their nations as ambassadors of

international understanding.



Fox International Fellowship at Yale

“I enjoyed interacting with the large and diversified Yale community — be it at lectures,
receptions, or in the gym. Yale is truly a global place that teaches you not only many
things about the United States and the world at large but, maybe even most significantly,
about your own country and yourself. It was very interesting for me to hear about other
people’s thoughts and perspectives concerning my home country.”

— Alexander Pfennig, 2001-2002 Fox International Fellow
Freie University of Berlin, Germany, to Yale University

To build a sense of community, incoming Fox Fellows live together in shared housing, which is “their first test of
international cooperation,” as former program coordinator Larisa Satara recalls. Participants are then introduced

Fellows at New York Stock Exchange

to American life firsthand through various trips the Fellowship hosts.
Joe strongly believes these men and women should understand the
workings of American democracy, so the program has arranged trips
to the New Haven Courthouse to watch a trial in action. Trips to New
York have brought Fellows to the Stock Exchange, the Frick Collection,
and the United Nations headquarters. The Fellows have also visited
students at the Hopkins School and retired residents at the Whitney
Center, both in New Haven. Such trips have become integral features
of the Fox experience.

Director Ben Cashore describes his role as a nurturing presence meant
to aid the Fellows’ research. He runs the Fox Seminar Series and meets
with each Fellow for lengthy sessions where they research design and
methodology. He helps connect them with relevant faculty members
and offers advice on their work.

Joe and Alison are more than just the Fellowship’s primary benefactors.
Their passion for the Fellowship has continued strongly since its
founding in 1988, and the Fox family has made concerted efforts to
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be personally involved with the Fellows’ American
experience while living in New Haven.When he was
able, Joe regularly took the Fellows to lunch or dinner
at Mory’s, a historic Yale spot where a photo of Joe as
captain of the Yale cross country team still hangs on the
wall. Joe also particularly enjoyed taking the Fellows
to the Yale-Harvard football game, introducing them to

a tradition that has been in his life since childhood.

Although Joe’s age now prevents him from attending
Yale activities with the Fellows, the Fox family continues
to host an annual Thanksgiving dinner at their home
in Norfolk, Connecticut. The celebration of this
quintessentially American holiday always includes
awalk in the New England countryside to enjoy the
autumn foliage and a classic home-cooked meal.
Additionally, Joe and Alison host a farewell party

every year at the Lawn Club in New Haven for the
departing scholars, as well as the newly appointed
Fellows who will be going forth from Yale in the
following academic year. This provides an opportunity
for them to meet each other and to begin networking.

“I will always remember the time I spent
at Yale as a Fox Fellow as one of the
happiest and most transformative
in my life. The program you created
radically changed my outlook on my
career, broadened my horizons, and
taught me a lot.”

—Victor Louzon, 2014-2015 Fox International Fellow

Institut d’Etudes de Politiques de Paris, France,
to Yale University

Fellows at Fox home in Norfolk, Connecticut

The Fellowship has continued to value the sense of
community that it instills within its participants. The
program may officially last a year, but the connections
made continue well beyond the academic term.In
honor of this lasting significance, the Fox administration
has held successful reunion events, bringing together
the talent that has been fostered by the Fellowship
over the years. In 2007 and 2012, former Fellows met
to share the stories of their adventures abroad and
engage in discourse on the lasting implications of
their work. As the number of alumni has surpassed
five hundred, these reunion events offer great
opportunities to strengthen bonds and build
networking connections with some of the

most talented researchers in the world.



POEM: FOX FELLOWS
AT YALE UNIVERSITY

The following poem was written in 2010 by Joe
and Alison Fox on the appointment of Professor
Julia Adams as the inaugural director, and a new
phase in the Fox International Fellowship began.

Alison and Joe at the centennial celebrations in Mory’s

Our luminous world among stars does appear
As a perfectly rounded, beautiful sphere

And yet for all its appearance fair

Are gaps so deep they’re beyond compare.
We're divided by language, culture and creed,
Leaving the world in urgent need.

And though it’s drawn closer, as we can see,

The goal of One World remains to be.

There are ways to bridge these yawning gaps
Through education across the world’s maps.
Thus Yale, a great leader in foreign relations,
Is strengthening bonds between many nations,
All the while sponsoring student exchanges

With key universities across the world’s ranges.

Among its activities which merit attention,

The Fox Fellowship deserves special mention.

Its Fellows have that leadership potential

Which in serving the world is so essential,

While their response to the program is highly laudatory,

“The experience of a lifetime” an oft-heard story.

It appears the program will become

A source of leaders for years to come,

While out in the world they continue to strive,
May the spirit of fellowship stay alive.

O let us hope that always they

Will make One World their goal to stay,

And may they ever recall, with never a fail,

These wondrous days as Fox Fellows at Yale.
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